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ON PSEUDO-THEOSOPHY.

“ The more honesty a man has, the less he
affects the air of a saint. The affectation of
sanctity is a blotch on the face of devotion.”

—LAVATER.

“The most difficult thing in life is to know
yourself.” —THALES.

ISHALL WE WINNOW THE CORN, BUT FEED UPON THE CHAFF?

AN HE presiding genius in the Daily News Office runs amuck at
/] LUCIFER in his issue of February 16th. He makes merry over
1 the presumed distress of some theosophists who see in our serial
novel, “The Talking Image of Urur "—by our colleague, Dr. F.
Hartmann—an attempt to poke fun at the Theosophical Society:.
Thereupon, the witty editor quizzes “ Madame Blavatsky ” for observing
that she “does not agree with the view ” taken by some pessimist. ; and
f ends by expressing fear that “ the misgivings that have been awakened |
i will not easily be laid to rest.” i
| !
t

Rude, si sapis. 1t is precisely because it is our desire that the *mis-
givings ” awakened should reach those in whom the sense of personality '

i ' ‘ and conceit has not yet entirely stifled their better feelings, and force |

3 them to recognize themselves in the mirror offered to thém in the '

' 4 ; “ Talking Image,” that we publish the “satirical” novel. ‘

{ : This proceeding of ours—rather unusual, to be sure, for editors—to |
5

publish a satire, which seess to the short-sighted to be aimed at their gods
and partics only because they are unable to sense the underlying |
philosophy and moral in them, has created quite a stir in the dailies.
% The various Metropolitan Press Cutting Agencies are pouring every
) morning on our breakfast-table their load of criticism, advice, and com-
ﬁ ment upon the rather novel policy.  So, for instance, a kindly-disposed
‘ correspondent of the Lancashire Evening Post (February 18) writes

as follows :—

The editor of Lucirer has done a bold thing. She is publishing .a story called
& “The Talking Image of Urur,” which is ¢_signed to satirise the false prophets of
I




230 LUCIFER.

reject this explanation, I would offer a query. Let them explain, in that
case, the meaning of a sentence in the sixth book of Virgil's Znezd.
What can the poet mean, if not that which is asserted above, when in-
troducing the aged Anchises in the Elysian fields, he makes him advise
Aineas his son, to travel to Italy . . .. where he would have to fight
in Latium, a rude and barbarous people ; therefore, he adds, before you
venture there  Descend inio Hades,” ze. get yourself initiated,

The benevolent clericals, who are so apt to send us on the slightest
provocation to Tartarus and the infernal regions, do not suspect what
good wishes for us the threat contains ; and what a holy character one
must be before one gets into such a sanctified place. ;

It is not pagans alone who had their Mysteries. Bellarmin (De Ecel.
Trinumph. lib. 2, cap. 14) states that the early Christians adopted, after
the example of pagan ceremonies, the custom of assembling in the
church during the nights preceding their festivals, to hold vigils or
“wakes.” Their ceremonies were performed at first with the most

edifying holiness and purity. But very shortly after that, such immoral
abuses crept into these “assemblies ”

that the bishops found it necessary
to abolish them.

We have read in dozens of works about the licen-
tiousness in the pagan religious festivals. Cicero is quoted (de Leg.
lib. 2. cap 13) showing Diagondas, the Theban, finding no other means of
remedying such disorders in the ceremonies than the suppression of the
Mysteries themselves. When we contrast the two kinds of celebrations,
however, the Pagan Mysteries hoary with age centuries before our era,
and the Christian Agape and others in a religion hardly born and
claiming such a purifying influence on its converts, we can only pity

the mental blindness of its defenders and quote for their benefit Ros-
common, who asks :—

“When you begin with so much pomp and show,
Why is the end so little and so low ? ”

X.

—being derived from the primitive Masonry—
had its grip, pass-words, and degrees of initiation. Masonry ” is an
old term but it came into use very late in our era. Paul calls himself a
“master-builder ” and he was one, The ancient Masons called them-
selves by various names and most of the Alexandrian Eclectics, the
Theosophists of Ammonias Saccas and the later Neo-Platonists, were all
virtually Masons, They were

Primitive Christianity

all bound by oath to secrecy, considered
themselves a Brotherhood, and had also their signs of recognition. The
Eclectics or Philaletheians comprised within their ranks the ablest and

most learned scholars of the day, as also several crowned heads, Says

the author of 77 Eclectis Plilosoply :

“Their doctrines were adopted by pagans and Christi

ans in Asia and Europe, and
for a season everything seemed favourable for

a general fusion of religious belief,

P
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The Emperors Alexander Severus and Julian embraced them. : l heir predominati.ng
influence upon religious ideas excited the jealousy of the Christians of Alexar'ld.rla.
The school was removed to Athens, and finally closed by the Emperor Justinian.
Its professors withdrew to Persia,” where they made many disciples.”

A few more details may prove perchance, interesting. We know
that the Eleusinian Mysterics survived all others. W’hil.c the secret _Cults
of the minor gods such as the Curates, the Dactyli, the 'worshl.p of
Adonis, of the Kabiri, and even those of old Egypt had entircly d1'sa.p—
peared under the revengeful and cruel hand of the pi‘tilcss Theodosius, T
the Mysteries of Eleusis could not be so casily disposed of. T'hey
were indeed the religion of mankind, and shone in all their al"lCIellt
splendour if not in their primitive purity. It took several centuries to
abolish them, and they could not be entirely suppressed bci_'ore the year
396 of our era. It is then that the “Builders of the ligher, .or City
Temple” appeared first on the scene and worked unrelentingly to
infuse their rituals and peculiar dogmas into the nascent and ever
fighting and quarrelling church. The triple Sanctus of the Roma.n
Catholic Mass is the triple S.:. S.°. S.-. of these early Masons, and is
the modern prefix to their documents or “any written M!mz’m—ithe
initial of Salutem, or Health” as cunningly put by a Mason. “ This triple
masonic salutation is the most ancient among their greetings” (Ragon.)
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But they did not limit their grafts on the tree of the Christian religion
to this alone. During the Mysteries of Eleusis, wine represented
Bacchus and Ceres—wine and bread, or cornf Now Ceres or Dcinoter
was the female productive principle of the Earth ; the spouse oi." Father
ZEther, or Zeus; and Bacchus, the son of Zeus-Jupiter, was h'lS fa.ther
manifested : in other words, Ceres and Bacchus were the personifications
of Substance and Spirit, the two vivifying p.inciples in Nature and on
Earth. The hierophant Initiator presented symbolically, before the final
revelation of the mysteries, wine and bread to the candidate, who ate

*And we may add, beyond, to India and Central Asia, for we find their influence everywhere
in Asiatic countries. gl e

t The murderer of the Thessalonians, who were butchered by 1In.s pious son of the C 0k o

} Bacchus is certainly of Indian origin. Pausanias shows lu’n:. the first L(.) le:.u\l "ml upt..ci; ]1_|~:c
against India, and the first to throw a bridge over the I":uphr:ll}‘s. ~“ ll.m c:l‘lrl.c \'.']u.ch bc.-r\(._(. 1?2:: Bes
two opposite shores being exhibited to this day,” writes this ?11.‘;101'1;‘111, ; it hcmfg W ()\u?- ;I o ,r
branches and trailings of ivy.” (X, 29. 4.) Arrianus and Quintus-Curtius (‘):])]:llll(:ll the a a‘_,mf). [¢)
Bacchus' birth from the thigh of Zeus, by saying that he was lJu.rn on the ]n(!!an Mount 1?[;’1.'”1 (11(3[\"
uypds thigh). We are aware that Eratosthenes and Strabo believed the Inu.r‘m H:l.cchi.u,];‘1.1‘(‘{]11::(,].:
nvented by flatterers to simply please Alexander, believed m_ have cunqum:cd l‘ndm ;:15'“ 1:;C .m(.l
supposed to have done. But on the other hand Cicero mentions lh'u gc.)(l as n bon‘o : 1y \m“.(nc(l
Nisus ; and Dionysus or Awvuges means the god Dis from '}.[nunt ‘\):5 in lntlm‘. ; ]3..1?(_‘111:5 (,_HI s
with ivy, or A%sses is Krishna, one of whose names was f’””fw' Dionysus was ;),IL-LF];]":.Jhljm,.m'
god who was expected to liberate the souls of men from their prisons of iius])—llnrl(:.\-a’n( : 1]. .(;. :
Tartarus, in one of its symbolical senses. Cicero calls Orpheus :1. son of Buc:chu'.s. ‘l'n.(k lllet{, \I\ ‘.
tradition which not only makes Orpheus come from India (he I.n.-lng C;l”c(l’(:vfullpoc, d.qu ‘;G. ‘;11:].1\’{
complexion) but identifies him with Arjuna, the ¢/ela and :u%o[.au\'c son of Krishna. (Vide 3
Years of Theosophy.”. Art : Was writing known before Panini).




